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Grammar Overview

• What is it?

• Implicit/Integrated vs. Explicit/Direct Instruction

• Integrated Instruction Activities for ESL

• Integrated instruction Activities for Basic Literacy

Grammar activities focus on five broad areas

• Subject and Verb Agreement

• Verb Tenses- present, past, present continuous

• Pronouns

• Active and Passive Voice

• Punctuation

Implicit (Integrated) Instruction

• Grammar topics are integrated into  
Ventures and Challenger reading lessons 
as part of vocabulary or comprehension 
activities.
• Students learn best through USAGE 
not memorization of rules.
• Model correct grammar through 
conversation and writing.
• DO USE hand gestures and visual cues 
as needed.

Example of integrated grammar 
instruction based on ESL Lesson: 

Are You from Canada?

Example of integrated grammar instruction 
from Ventures (ESL) 

Primary activity 
emphasis on 
subject pronouns 
and using the 
verb “to be”. 

Secondary 
emphasis on 
contractions.

Repetition, 
repetition, 
repetition
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Integrated grammar rules taught implicitly

Explicit grammar rules: 

The verb moves to the 

front of the sentence 

when asking a “to be” 

question. 

Interjections, such as 

Yes and No, are set off 

by commas when they 

appear at the beginning 

of a sentence. 

Adapt activities for a single student or small 
group

Example of integrated grammar instruction 
based on reading lesson- #1 - Challenger

Primary activity 
emphasis on 
sentence structure; 
secondary 
emphasis on 
punctuation.

Primary activity 
emphasis on sentence 
structure; 
secondary emphasis on 
pronouns, commas 
and subject/verb 
agreement.

Example of integrated grammar instruction 
based on reading lesson - #2
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